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Partners in the Pacific Rim - the United States at PASC

What is PASC?
· [image: image1.png]The Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) is a voluntary, independent organization of national standards bodies representing countries and territories of the Pacific Rim 
· Established in 1972, PASC currently has 20 member bodies

· The United States is represented at PASC by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).  ANSI is a member of, and also currently chairs, the PASC Standing Committee [Executive Committee]
What does PASC do?
PASC:

· Provides standardizers in Asia with a forum to exchange information and views about international standardization activities and strengthen positions at the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC)
· Is one of five Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs) recognized by the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC)

· Develops recommendations, through a consensus-process, on international standardization issues of importance to members
· Promotes voluntary standardization as a means of improving economic efficiency, free trade and development in the region while at the same time safeguarding regional health, safety, societal security and the environment

· Assists countries within the region in improving their capacity for and/or improving the quality of their standardization infrastructure
· Interacts with other bodies that represent elements of the standardization technical infrastructure, industry, consumers and government

Why is PASC important to the United States?

· To enhance the US’s ability to influence regional initiatives and recommendations put forward to the international standards bodies, particularly ISO and IEC
· To strengthen alliances, form consultative liaisons and exchange information with national standards bodies in the region

· To complement the US’s participation in the APEC-SCSC to facilitating economic growth, cooperation, trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region

· To identify areas where the US can share technical knowledge and transfer US standardization models

· To address evolving strategic issues in international standardization and examine possible changes in the current international structures, approaches and organizations

On which of PASC’s Technical Committees is the United States active?

· PASC does not have any technical committees and does not develop regional standards.
If PASC is the regional standards organization of the Asia Pacific region, why doesn’t it develop regional standards?

· In today’s globalized economy, PASC views regional standards as an unnecessary obstacle between the work of dynamic economies and direct participation in international standardization.  PASC supports the policies and goals of APEC which is a bottom-up cooperation of economies in the region.  PASC assists the region’s standardizers get more engaged and coordinated in direct international standardization.
But aren’t regional standards necessary to harmonize requirements within a region like Asia Pacific?

· Standards harmonization is a goal to which PASC is committed.  However developing regional standards is but one of several methods to harmonize requirements.  PASC views the top-down method of designating a single standard for use within a region as an approach that unnecessarily hampers trade and innovation.  A harmonization mechanism deemed more appropriate by PASC for an economic cooperation like APEC is one where each economy clearly identifies the standards it uses.  In full transparency then, each economy has access to each other economy’s standards.  This facilitates trade but also allows each economy to move toward ever greater standards alignment as appropriate for each economy and sector.
Where is PASC based?

· PASC does not have a fixed location and does not have a permanent secretariat; however, the elected PASC secretary is provided by Standards New Zealand (SNZ).
When does PASC meet?

· PASC holds an annual meeting in one of its member countries.  The head of the standards body for that country assumes the chairmanship of PASC for that year.
· The Standing Committee generally meets three times per year: first in conjunction with the first yearly meeting of the APEC-SCSC (Jan-Feb in the APEC host economy for that year), second in conjunction with the annual PASC annual meeting (Apr-Jun), and third in conjunction with the ISO General Assembly meeting (Sep).
What’s happening at PASC?

· PASC is currently focusing on the following priorities:

· Supporting the initiatives of the APEC-SCSC regarding regional standardization

· Increasing the participation of developing economies in standardization
· Via various regional capacity building efforts

· Via mechanisms such as twinning and mentoring

· Promoting the involvement of regulators in voluntary standardization

· Promoting the use of voluntary standards to meet regulatory needs

· Sharing information and best practices on standardization

· Increasing cooperation on standards for the environmental and societal security
How can I learn more about PASC?

· Visit their Web site: www.pascnet.org 
· Send a message to: sbipes@ansi.org with any questions.
Other related links
· Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
 
· Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (APEC SCSC)
The five APEC-SCSC recognized Specialist Regional Bodies (SRBs): 

· Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) 

· Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) 

· Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) 

· Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF) 

· Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP) 

· PASC Paper - APEC SRB Overview - Resourcing and Supporting Standards and Conformance in the APEC Economies
PASC


Membership:


Australia (SAI)


Brunei Darussalam (CPRU)


Canada (SCC)


China (SAC)


Colombia (ICONTEC)


Fiji (FTSQCO)


Hong Kong – China (ITCHSKAR)


Indonesia (BSN)


Japan (JISC)


Malaysia (DSM)


Mexico (DGN)


Mongolia (MASM)


New Zealand (SNZ)


Papua New Guinea (NISIT)


Philippines (BPS)


Republic of Korea (KATS)


Russia (GOST)


Singapore (SPRING SG)


South Africa (SABS)


Thailand (TISI)


USA (ANSI)


Vietnam (TCVN/STAMEQ)
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